
  Rev. Dr. Charles Albert Tindley  
 
Rev. Dr. C.A. Tindley (July 7, 1851, Berlin, Maryland, USA – 
July 26, 1933) was an American Methodist minister and gospel 
music composer. 
 
Often referred to as "The Prince of Preachers", he educated 
himself, became a minister and founded one of the largest 
Methodist congregations serving the African-American commu-

nity on the East Coast. 
 
Tindley's father was a slave, but his mother was free. Tindley himself was thus con-
sidered to be free, but even so he grew up among slaves. After the Civil War, he 
moved to Philadelphia, where he found employment as a hod carrier. He and his 
wife Daisy attended the Bainbridge St. Methodist Episcopal Church. Charles later 
became the sexton, a job with no salary.  
 
Never able to go to school, Tindley learned independently and by asking people to 
tutor him.  Without any degree, Tindley was qualified for ordination in the Method-
ist Episcopal Church by examination, with high ranking scores. He was ordained as 
a Deacon in the Delaware Conference in 1887 and as an elder in 1889.  
 
Tindley then became the pastor of the same church at which he had been a janitor. 
Under his leadership, the church grew rapidly from the 130 members it had when 
he arrived.  The congregation over time grew to a multiracial congregation of 
10,000. 
 
Tindley was given a Doctor of Divinity Degree by Bennett College and Morgan 
College in Baltimore Md. 
Tindley was a noted songwriter and composer of gospel hymns and is recognized 
as one of the founding fathers of American gospel music. Five of his hymns appear 
in the 1989 United Methodist Hymnal.  
 
Tindley published his songs beginning in 1901, and published several hymn collec-
tions. 
 
His composition "I'll Overcome Someday" is credited by some observers to be the 
basis for the U.S. Civil Rights anthem "We Shall Overcome,". The song "We Shall 
Overcome" was composed by artists at the Highlander Folk School in 1947:  



 

 

First United Methodist Church 
February 5, 2012 

5th Sunday after Epiphany-Holy Communion 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Please sign and pass the pew binder. 
*Please stand, if you are comfortable doing so. 

 

Gathering & Preparation for Worship 
 Greeting & Announcements  Rev. Joe Ramirez 
 Mission Minute Children of Abraham Kathy Abdul 
 Gathering Music    Gavotte (Camidge)  John Adkinson 
 Choir Introit             Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus  
 

 Praise & Thanksgiving 
* Hymn One Bread, One Body  # 620 
* Affirmation The Apostles’ Creed  # 881         Rev. Joe Ramirez 
· Response  My Tribute        # 99 
 

Prayers & Offering 
 Prayer Hymn Spirit of God , Descend Upon My Heart (vv 1,3)        # 500 
 Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer   Pastor Beifuss 
 Prayer Response   Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart (v. 4)      # 500 
 Offertory Whispering Hope  Sondra & Dick Mackin 
* Response        Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow         # 94                 
* Prayer of Dedication  Pastor Beifuss 
 Choral Anthem I Worship You, Almighty God  Chancel Choir 

 

Proclamation of the Word 
* Scripture Reading   Luke 4:1-11 (NT p. 82)  Rev. Joe Ramirez 
  Message  In the Wilderness of Life Pastor Simpson 
 Holy Communion  
 Communion Hymn        Sing Alleluia to the Lord # 2258 

 

Going Forth to Service 
* Closing Hymn Stand By Me (vv. 1-4)  # 512 

* Benediction  Pastor Simpson 
* Sending Forth Postlude in F minor  (Dyckerhoff) John Adkinson 
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The Lenten Study Books are in.  
We will be studying Final Words from the Cross by Adam Hamilton. 

If you are interested in participating in the Lenten study, please feel free to 
pick up a copy of the book and please add your name to the “sign-up” list in 
the office. The books are $11 each. Please see the Lenten Study announce-
ment in this bulletin or call the Church office for more information. 
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Emmaus Weekend Retreat 
Give yourself the best gift ever! A spiritual retreat. The Emmaus retreat 
is April 19-22, 2012, for men & April 26-29, for women. Check it out 
with the people who took the walk this past Fall: Tony Bell, Dereck Wil-
liams, Charlene Copeland, Shirley Farmer, Pat Mosley, and Pat Showers. 

If you have a prayer request or praise for answered prayer,  please fill 
out a yellow prayer slip (request) or a blue one (praise) found in the pew 
binder or in the pew rack. You may place it in the brass bowl on the altar 
before or during the Opening Hymn or give it to the pastor during the prayer 
hymn. Prayer requests are taken to the prayer room after worship. 

Sunday School Classes, 9 a.m. 

Nursery 
Located in room A 

Pauline Dean 
 

Elementary School 
Breakfast in Kitchen  

Class in room B 
Charity Dean 

Tweeners & Teens 
Breakfast in Kitchen 
Class in Youth Suite 

David Dean (Papa D.) 

Christian Study & Growth During the Week  

Living Our Beliefs 
Facilitator: Pastor Donna  

10:30 Wednesday mornings in 
Room 10.  

Evening Bible Study  
Tuesdays, 7 to 8 PM, parlor 

 Rev. Lawrence Mosley and Richard 
Miller.  

Trendsetters (adults) 
Meets in Room C at 

9:00. Current study is 
SACRED RHYTHMS 
by Ruth Haley Barton. 

 

Holy Grounds (adults) 
Informal group meeting 
in Room 6. Impromptu 

discussion of topics 
which vary from  
week-to- week. 

Power for Living 
(adults)  Room 4.  

Current study: Moments 
That Take Your Breath 

Away, by James W. 
Moore  

Thank You for Worshiping With Us Today! 
We trust that you felt welcomed and loved. The members of First 

United Methodist Church have a passion and anointing to serve Jesus 
as Lord. 

If you would like a visit with one of our pastors or you would like more 
information about what it is to be a United Methodist and what our 

church is all about, please contact one of the pastors either by calling 
the church office or by indicating your interest on your attendance slip, 
which is found in your pew binder.  We welcome you and hope to see 

you again soon.    
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The Primary Importance ln Worship 
One of  the greatest discoveries of my Christian pilgrimage has come with 
the realization that the primary importance in worship is not what I do, but 
what God is doing. In worship, God is present, speaking to me and acting 
upon me. It is in worship that God feeds, nourishes and cares for me. And it 
is in worship that he gives me his grace, surrounds me with his love, lifts 
me into his arms, affirms me as a member of his community and sends me 
forth into the world with a fresh vision of his work and a new concern to 
live for him. 
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